The Sign Of Jonah
A Series Of Special Servicesfor Lent
by Dr. Reed Lessing

Fourth Week Of Lent: The God Of The Second Chance

Scripture Readings

The First L esson, Jonah 3:1-4, isread:

P The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “ Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city,

and proclaimto it the message that | tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to
the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days walk across. Jonah
began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, “ Forty days more, and Nineveh
shall be overthrown!”

The Holy Gospel , Matthew 8:5-13, is read:

When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him and saying, “ Lord, my
servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.” And he said to him, “ | will come and cure
him.” The centurion answered, “ Lord, | am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only
speak the word, and my servant will be healed. For | also am a man under authority, with soldiers
under me; and | say to one, ‘Go,” and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,” and he comes, and to my
slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.” When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those
who followed him, “ Truly | tell you, in noonein Israel have | found such faith. | tell you, many will
come from east and west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven,
while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.” And to the centurion Jesus said, “ Go; let it be done for you according to
your faith.” And the servant was healed in that hour.



